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Inspired by the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ, The
Presbyterian Church in Geneva welcomes all people into the life
of the church regardless of sex, gender, sexual orientation, age,
race, ethnicity, physical or mental ability, educational background,
economic situation, or religious background.
August 29, 2021

Welcome and Pastoral Greeting

“Andante”

Prelude
Call to Worship/Opening Song

“Come”

George Frideric Handel
arr. David N. Johnson
by Colin Pritchard, 2020

Come to the Fire
Come to the Water
Come to the Table
Every Son and every Daughter
(Repeat)

Come

Children’s Time
Special Music

My Way, Your Way, The Way

“O Lord, In Thee We Put Our Trust”

by G. F. Handel
arr. by Hal H. Hopson
Duet – Chris and Donald Wertman

O Lord, in Thee we put our trust;
Source of peace and joy forevermore, peace and joy.
In days of trial be our stay, in trial be our stay.
Be our refuge, our hope. Be Thou our refuge,
O Lord, be our hope.
We acknowledge that Thou only, Thou art God.
O Lord, in Thee we put our trust;
Source of peace and joy forevermore, peace and joy.
Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 8
Kathy Breese
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that ‘all of us possess
knowledge.’ Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to
know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who
loves God is known by him.
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that ‘no idol in the
world really exists’, and that ‘there is no God but one.’ Indeed, even though
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many
gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are
all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things and through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become
so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. ‘Food will not
bring us close to God.’ We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if
we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a
stumbling-block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge,
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak,
be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your
knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when
you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their
falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.
Message

Smoothing the Road

Prayers of the People (responsive)
One:
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through
Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that
separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Many:
Oh God who loves all of his world, we remember Abraham and
Sarah who did not know whether their visitors meant harm or good, still they
opened their tent in welcome, and they were blessed. From the stranger, we
hear the good news of God's covenant love.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
One:
When the people of Israel were strangers in Egypt, only as valuable
as the bricks they produced for Pharaohs' economy, God heard their cry and
saved them. When we are strangers, we come to know a God who frees us.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Many:
We remember, the man lay dying on the Jericho road until the
strange and reviled Samaritan came to his aid and in sharing his resources
gave a picture of your love. From the stranger, we receive help and healing.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
One:
Oh Christ, you remind us that you are hidden in the face of the
stranger, for you said "I was a stranger, and you welcomed me." In the
stranger, you assure us that we can experience your presence, Lord Christ.
Help us to welcome the stranger, the hungry, and those without homes in our
lives and in welcoming them help us to welcome you.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Many :
We remember before God all those who have been uprooted from
their homes and communities – people who are compelled to flee for their
lives, to leave their land and culture, and live apart from their families. With
them, we mourn their loss of dignity, community, and resources.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
One:
We especially pray for the women who are the majority of those
displaced. We remember the work that women do to keep families together, to
nurture community and end violence and injustice. We also remember the
millions of children whose lives are marked by danger and exploitation.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Many:
We remember those who are persecuted because of their gender,
race, or creed. We pray for the women, the men, the children, and the elderly,
who seek safety and solace, who desire to begin new lives.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
One:
We remember before God those countries where people must leave
their homes because of war, injustice, and violence. We pray that you protect
their courageous travel, shelter them in your mercy, and may they find open
arms to welcome them in safety.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Many:
We pray for those who leave their homes for economic survival; we
remember that the gap between rich and poor gets wider, and the earth’s
resources are shared by fewer people. May we be the generous people you call
us to be and seek to show them your blessing.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
One:
We remember before God those who leave their homes because of
earthquakes, storms floods, and other disasters. We acknowledge the

exploitation of resources for the sake of consumers in other countries and
mourn for those who have been hurt by poor stewardship of creation.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Many:
We pray that hostility and indifference may give way to hospitality
and justice. Help us to be vigilant stewards and faithful partners, and
strengthen us to live as people of your creation, committed and bold in deeds of
justice. Oh Lord, may we welcome the stranger as you have welcomed us.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
One:
God, you taught us through your Son to seek the signs of your
reign in the tiny mustard seed. Plant your word deep in the soil of our hearts,
sow in us the seeds of compassion; let your hospitality take root within us, and
your compassion grow in us, so righteousness may spring forth in all the
world, and your holy will be done through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

(Church of the Redeemer – compiled by Dr. Jason Myers)

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Time of Offering
Closing Hymn

“Live Into Hope”

#772

Benediction and Blessing
Postlude

“Gavotte”

*congregation standing (all who are able).

George Frideric Handel
arr. David N. Johnson

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – A meeting of the Congregation and
Corporation of The Presbyterian Church in Geneva, NY will be held on Sunday,
September 12 following the 10:30 worship service for the purpose of hearing a
report from the Nominating Committee and election of youth officers for the
year 2021-2022.

Worship Notes:

The Reverend Colin Pritchard, Pastor
The Reverend W. James Gerling, Pastor Emeritus
Richard Cox, Director of Music, Adult Choir & Bells
Linda Cox, Organist

