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James 1:17-27 17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect
gift, is from above”
This fall I will continue to preach from the Biblical wisdom
literature. Many appreciated my choice to leave the common
lectionary and organize a Summer Sermon Series on the Psalms
and Proverbs. So, I will continue preaching a Sermon Series in
September on the Epistle of James, also considered to be wisdom
literature in the New Testament. One of the common themes of
James is “faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead” (James 2:17).
Jesus often liberated people from their sins with the simple
command, “Go, your faith has made you whole/well”. There
seems to be no responsibility to the community. But, James and
the leaders of the early Jerusalem church observed an apathy in
the saved 1st century Christian. “Saved by grace” is the beginning
of life as a Christian, not the end. James asks boldly, “What are
you doing with your faith?”
James describes the social disparity in Jerusalem and appeals to
the emerging middle class in the church to bridge the gap. Not
unlike prophets and Jesus, James challenges his congregants to
act on their faith, feed the poor in body and spirit.
I remember a poignant exchange when my teenaged son, John,
challenged the mission of the church. At the top of the steps of the
wealthy downtown church, he pointed to a poor man on the
sidewalk. “How are we helping the poor? On a Sunday when the
richest people are gathered inside this awesome church, what
about the hungry people begging on the streets?” My young son’s
wisdom did not fall on deaf ears.
Of course, there were plenty of programs, shelters, and
community lunches during the week. However, Sunday is the one
day where community lunches are seldom served. Except for a
few churches like four downtown congregations in Minneapolis
who combined their mission efforts to serve dinner, family style
every Sunday.

“Feast” as it was named, was organized as a moveable feast,
gathering at the Presbyterian Church one Sunday and the United
Methodist, the next, the Baptist the next and so on. Creative
variations on Sunday supper have emerged around the nation.
Mission was never meant to be a cookie cutter vision. Mission is
about meeting the needs of the community, bridging the gap,
acting on our faith, envisioning a way to live out the
commandment to love our neighbor, to find the lost, embrace the
lonely, and feed the poor in body and spirit. Giving from our
abundance. Being grateful for God’s love.
This fall, The Presbyterian Church in Geneva will launch the next
phase of our building renovation. Plans to improve the sanctuary
acoustics, update Sunday school classrooms, remodel the south
parlor and transform the conference room are in the making.
Underlying all these improvements is a basic question for you.
What ideas do you have to improve not only the building but our
mission? How will we share our faith, our abundance, and these
facilities with others?
In all things, may God’s wisdom guide us as we build the church
of the future.
Peace, Pastor Deb
September Sundays
“Wisdom Literature in the New Testament:
“The Epistle of James”

September 6 Labor Day

“James: Wisdom Works like This”
Proverbs 22: 17-23, James 2:1-17
September 13
Rally Day and Communion
James 1:17-27, James 3:1-12 “Extreme
Makeover”
September 20

Organ Dedication (8:15 am)
James 3:13-4:3
“The Spirit of Wisdom is…”

September 27 James 5:13-20
“The Community That Prays Together...”

RALLY DAY is SEPTEMBER 13
an intergenerational event
COME JOIN US at 9:15
WELCOME TEACHERS
3 yrs.-K – Alison Lamb
1st -4th – Sue and Richard Hendersen
5th – 7th – Phoebe and Aaron Williams
8th – 9th – Bev Burrall
10th – 12th – Bill Lamb
YOUTH OFFICER INSTALLATION – SEPT. 20
ELDERS: Alison Lamb Stephanie Smart
DEACONS: Ben and Sarah Aliperti

September 14, 7:00
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of
children while they were drawing. She would occasionally
walk around to see each child's work. As she got to one
little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the
drawing was.
The girl replied, 'I'm drawing God.'
The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what
God looks like.'
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing,
the girl replied, 'They will in a minute.'
:)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER18- NOON

COME ONE, COME ALL . . .
WELCOME BACK TO A
NEW PROGRAM YEAR!!!!

SEPTEMBER 13 is

We invite EVERYONE to join us in Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am
on September 13, for games, songs, and fellowship.
Let’s all come and reacquaint with old friends and maybe make
some new friends.
Then we hope you’ll join us at the 10:30 worship service.
PLEASE BRING A SCHOOL SUPPLY - 2 pack glue

stick, box of 16 or 24 crayons, 12 pkg pencils,
pkg of washable markers, or a small pencil box.

Hope to see you SEPTEMBER 13, at 9:15.

Youth Fellowship
September
Grades 6-12

When: Sunday, 20th
Where: Geneva Lake Front
Gazebo
Time: 4:00-6:00 (games and planning for year)
Price: $3 for pizza and drinks
Please RSVP by Wednesday,

September 16th to

pjfoote25@gmail.com.

Baked Goods Needed for College Boxes
Every year our congregation sends boxes to our members who are
away at college. The Sunday School will be packing boxes on
September 27, so please drop off brownies, cookies
(individually wrapped or a couple in a baggie) or other tasty
treats by 9 am on Sunday September 27. We plan to send
boxes out to let our college members know we are thinking about
them. Please let Betsy (eab38@cornell.edu, 315 789 2507) know if
you have any questions or need her to pick items up from your
house. Thank you for your help!

“With all creation one song we raise: ‘Soli Deo gloria!’”

Greetings church family! It is so exciting to be starting this fall
as your new Music Director and while it is not something I had
planned, it comes as a welcome joy to work with you in this
capacity. I can still remember walking into church with my white
chorister’s robe on sometime before I was 6 years old and I have
been in church music in some capacity since. It is home to be
singing and leading music in praise to God.
Throughout the summer our worship has been enriched by a
great variety of music, vocal solos and duets, instrumental
music and guest organists. It is a great blessing to have so
many people with talents who are willing to share them with us
in our worship.
One of the things I have noticed over the last year are the many
good voices in the congregation. If you have been wondering
whether you should try out singing with us, I invite you to do so.
You will find the choir a fun and welcoming group. I also invite
high school students to come and join us. In my past choirs the
students that have sung with us have found it a rewarding
experience.
This fall the Adult Choir will begin working on an Advent service
for December 13th. “Prophets and Angels” is an inspiring
combination of anthems, readings and hymns for choir,
congregation, and soloists. If you don’t have time to sing with
us every week but would like to sing with us for this service, we
will be rehearsing the music at the beginning of the rehearsals
so you can come for just that part of the rehearsal.
We begin rehearsals on September 3th at 7PM.
Come and join us!

Richard

Welcome Children!

Children's Choir will begin rehearsals during Sunday

School on September 20. We're scheduled to sing in

church this fall on October 11 and November 22.
We're fortunate to have Mrs. Jones accompany us on
the piano again this year. Lisa Gage, our new director,
is a deacon at church and teaches English 11 and 12 at
Geneva High School. Ms. Gage loves to volunteer, golf,
and cheer on her students at sporting events, plays and
concerts.

Alison LaRocca 1
Marge Bailey 2
Anne Schühle 4
L. Christine Wertman 4
Agnes B. Hoefler 5
Joan Morley 8
Walter Hausner 9
Ronald Schubert 9
Sandra Hartsfield 10
Deb Lind-Schmitz 11
Karen Shoemaker 15
Kenneth Carle 16
Richard Cox 16
Jonah Williams 17
Iona Camp 19
Christopher Jones 20
Sage Gerling 21
Rita Reissig 21
Sophie McDonald 22
Jacob Wixom 23
Tammy Bates 24
Kathy Davies 24
Dillon McDonald 24
Caitlin Cieri 27
Elizabeth Hall 28
Arthur Lewis 28
Barbara Zeller-Maw (28)

Ah, Autumn...

.
As the blazing heat of summer subsides, life changes its pace and
settles into the refreshing coolness of Autumn. The color of leaves
begins to turn, kids go back to school, there is an earthy smell in the
air...

I am an Autumn person. Even before I became a teacher, I looked
forward to the fall as a time of vibrance and change; as a student I
enjoyed shopping for school supplies, and as a cross country runner
I loved trail runs and the sound of leaves crunching underfoot.
Now, as an educator, I enjoy the invigorating newness September
brings - a new class, new ideas, and renewed energy...

There is something rejuvenating about the crisp air which invites us
to turn inwardly. As the earth takes a breath, reflect on the bright
days and dark nights of the past eight months. How is your year
going? What changes have taken place? How do you want the rest
of your year to go?

Autumn brings with it several exciting events in our church as well.
I invite you to join in the harvest festivities and perhaps try
something new! After all, our world is filled with wonderful changes
this time of year...

Ryan Kincaid

SERRVInternational Fair Trade Gift Shop
SERRV is a nonprofit organization with a mission to eradicate
poverty wherever it resides. Through our product collaborations
and development work, our partners lift themselves and their
families out of poverty and the benefits ripple out to transform
their communities. We believe that everyone deserves a life of
dignity and equality, and that breaking the cycle of poverty builds
stronger societies, economies and peace. SERRV partners with 60
community-based organizations in 30 countries around the world,
prioritizing social programs focusing on women’s empowerment,
children’s rights, community resource development, and more.
Shop SERRV’s unique and handcrafted fair trade items from
around the world. Fill your home and kitchen with authentic
decor, handmade dishware and stunning handcrafted baskets.
Outfit yourself with gorgeous fair trade jewelry, scarves and bags.
Indulge in delicious Divine Chocolate. Give special fair trade gifts
that improve the lives of artisans and farmers worldwide.
Tell your friends and relatives about our unique shop which will
be returning to our regular hours on Rally Day, September 13.
We are OPEN Saturdays 10:00-12:30 and after both services on
Sundays. You may also call the church office for help daytimes
from a volunteer.

The Memorials and History Committee recently received several
donations:
In memory of Ronald Schubert, by The Finnerty Family, of
Geneva.
In memory of Margaret Thomas, by Beth Newell and Edna
May Langan, Alan Schenck, Brent and Eleanor Stearns, Lynn
and Sandra Ansley, Howard and Anna Scribner, and Nancy
Backus of Geneva, Jane and Brian Marshall and Frank Over, of
Gansevoort, NY, Charles and Joan Robinson of Penn Yan,
Andrea Robinson of Annapolis MD, John R. Booth of The
Villages, FL and Ellie Dobbin of Naples, FL.

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS – 7:30-3:30
Begin September 10

"Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil –
it has no point."

Upcoming Events:
Wed. Sept. 16th –Fall Gathering at Camp Whitman
Sunday, Sept. 20 11:45 AM Conference Room
Women of the Church are cordially invited to attend and learn
about Presbyterian women and their mission.

Friendship Study Group resumes 2nd Tuesday – Oct. 6th at 1:30
pm
Needles/Craft resumes 1st Thursday, Oct. 1st at 1:00 pm
Presbyterian Women invite you to assist with a Mission Project on
Rally Day. The Geneva Food Pantry sometimes serves homeless people
who are given emergency housing in local motels. They have small
refrigerators and microwave ovens.
Last year we made over 80 Kitchen Kits for the Geneva Food Pantry to
help these people prepare the food provided to them. The most
important thing? A can opener!
On Rally Day, September 13th we will be making kits which will include
can openers, paper plates, paper bowls, plastic silverware, and some
paper towels. These will be put into a shoe box and stored in the Food
Pantry Emergency supplies area. PW is purchasing the paper supplies
and plastic silverware is being donated.

What you can do:
Bring in a hand can opener (Dollar Tree has some)
Bring in a large, sturdy, empty shoebox
Help put the items in the shoeboxes on Rally Day!

Dear Church Family,
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines a caregiver as “a person
who provides direct care (as for children, elderly people, or the
chronically ill).” In my experience, that definition is sadly lacking.
People that I know who are caregivers pour their hearts and souls into
caring for others. They frequently give up their own wants and needs
to care for someone else they love.
There are mountains of issues that fall under this one topic. But, for
this month I’d just like to touch on the issue of expectations leading into
becoming a caregiver. Being a caregiver IS VERY HARD WORK. We
often think we’ll just take care of each other till we can’t. But what
happens then? The ostrich with the head buried in the sand approach
does not seem to work well for most folks. Assuming daughter “Suzy”
will just quit her great job in London and fly home to take care of Mom
and Dad is not always reasonable. Expecting a spouse with back and
cardiac issues to take care of all your needs after you have a highly
debilitating stroke could wind up being deadly for both of you. There is
no sure way to figure on what your future holds. Having frank
discussions with family members, and knowing what your options are
should your health and mental well being fail, is a good idea. Many
people are shocked at the cost of assisted care and nursing homes.
Nursing homes are generally $100,000+ a year. On a fixed income, your
money is gone quickly.
Talk to your children and spouses about life’s what if’s and what
would be reasonable ways of handling life if things get rough. Be
HONEST about what you can handle. Discuss with your lawyer how to
handle your money issues if there is a possibility you could wind up in a
nursing home. Anything you have “gifted” or given away within 5
years of going into a nursing home is counted as assets you need to pay
prior to Medicaid paying for your nursing home stay. I am not a
lawyer and do not know all the different available options. There are a
number of ways to shield your assets if done in a timely manner. .
As a caregiver, do what you can. Don’t beat yourself up because you
feel you should have done more. Don’t give in to others’ expectations.
It is the wise and loving caregiver who says “Because I love you, I will
let others do for you what I physically, mentally and emotionally can no
longer do. I will continue to love you and do the best I can for you.”
God Bless, Beth
(315-759-9039)

THANK YOU!!!!!!
Dear Church friends,
Thank you for the kind words, beautiful cake and the Geneva
landmarks blanket. I enjyed my time as director of Children’s
Choirs and look forward to continued service as a Deacon.
Sincerely, Kate Komara
Dear friends,
Just a note to thank you all for your continued support of the Center
of Concern and Food Pantry. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
Cheryl Toor
Dear Church friends,
Wishing you all a happy and safe holiday weekend. Keep me in
your prayers, as I keep you I mine. My daughter, Alli, is healing
from a horse riding acident. All others are well.
Fondly, Christine Pohlig

You can rearrange the letters in PRESBYTERIAN to spell
BEST IN PRAYER!!!!!
2 CENTS – A - MEAL
We will collect 2 cents offerings on SEPT. 6
You can make a difference in the lives of hungry people!!!
CAMPBELL’S SOUP UPC CODES
Please save your UPC CODES
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
to benefit Geneva Head Start

Beginning this fall, several email addresses at the church are
changing. The new email addresses have been created to separate
church email from personal email. The old email addresses will
remain active and should only be used for personal use.
Staff
Old Email Address
New Email Address
Member
Pastor Deb

(No Change)

Edna May
Alan
Schenck
General
Informatio
n
Servant
Keeper

eml22@rochester.rr.com
schenck@rochester.rr.co
m
genpres@rochester.rr.co
m
(new)

deblindschmitz@pcgny.or
g or pastor@pcgny.org
secretary@pcgny.org
finadmin@pcgny.org
info@pcgny.org

servantkeeper@pcgny.org

Office Technology Update
On July 26th, we distributed and mailed Family Profile reports
from Servant Keeper to all members and friends of the
Presbyterian Church in Geneva. Over 350 letters were
distributed or mailed and to date we have had over 177 returned
to the church office as requested. If you have not returned your
Family Profile, please do so that we can update our records.
Spouse or Head of Household
During the distribution of the Family Profiles, some members of the
congregation expressed concern that Servant Keeper identifies one member of
a couple as “Head of Household” and the other as “Spouse.” I contacted the
vendor and learned that although this is the program’s default behavior that it
is possible to rename “Head of Household” to another term after the couple
has been added to the family.
If you noted on your returned Family Profile a concern over the term “Head of
Household” then the term has already been changed to “Spouse.” If you did
not and you have a concern, please call the church office or email me at
ServantKeeper@pcgny.org so that I may address your concern.

STATISTICS
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GENEVA
Baptisms
Oliver James Gerling, baptized 6-18-14
Son of Sage and Christopher Gerling
Hugh Lawrence Baxter, baptized 9-28-14
Son of Stacey and Gordon Baxter
Deaths
Faye Ellen Seeley – member #662 – died 6-9-14
Gustav A. Pohlig – member #1243 – died 7-16-14
Donald Stewart – member #707-died 10-4-14
Dorothy Allen – member #15 – died 11-3-14
Ione Quinker Wellington -member #781-died 11-28-14
Heather M. Aten – member #43-died 12-19-14
Ruth Schultz – member #146-died 2-12-15
Michael Vance Dobbin – affiliate #228 – died 6-15-15
John F. Bertram – member #72 – died 6-15-15
Lawrence E. Wetherbee – member #786 – 6-20-15

The Chancel Guild Needs Volunteers
Chancel Guild members are volunteers who prepare communion
and decorate the church for various occasions. They are
responsible for:
1. Obtaining bread and juice for setting up the
communion table once a month (~1.5 hrs to set up) and
putting back the bread trays and juice glass trays (~10
min) after the elders wash them. A team of three
members is in-charge for a three-month period.
2. Soliciting church members to donate money for flowers
in memory of or in honor of loved ones to be used for
weekly services.
3. After the 10:30 service, preparing the flowers (~10
min)
for delivery by the head usher to church members in
the
hospital or nursing homes or those recovering at home.
4. Arranging cornucopias in both chapel and sanctuary
for
5.

6.

7.
8.

the Sunday before Thanksgiving (2 hrs).
Soliciting funds from church members for poinsettia
plants and then arranging them in the chapel and
sanctuary for Christmas (~1 hr).
Overseeing the decoration of the chapel, sanctuary,
fellowship hall and both entrances with wreaths,
garlands, greens, etc. for the Christmas Season.
Preparing palm stems for use on Palm Sunday (~1 hr).
Soliciting funds from church members for potted
flowering spring plants, which are then arranged in the
chapel and sanctuary for Easter Sunday (~1 hr).

The Guild holds meetings once or twice a year and always
welcomes new members and the help of volunteers.

HELP!!! the Chancel Guild
We are in need of empty juice cans (tall) or stewed tomato cans
(shorter) for taking chancel flowers after the Sunday services to
our members in the hospital or nursing homes. Please bring the
cans to the church office. Thank you

Gluten-Free Bread
Gluten-Free bread is available during communion for people who
have that dietary restriction. They are in labeled small plastic
bags.

Presbyterian Women of the Geneva Presbytery
Fall Gathering
At Camp Whitman
E. Leach Rd (off Rt 14), Penn Yan, NY
On Wednesday, September 16, 2015
“United in Spirit”
9:00 am Registration $2.00 & morning refreshments
9:30 am Worship led by Rev. Dr. Deb Lind-Schmitz from Geneva
10:30 am PW Business, Announcements &
Reflections of the 2015 Churchwide Gathering
11:00 am Program: Liz Walker of EcoVillage, Ithaca, NY
12:00 pm Bring bag lunch (beverage & dessert provided)
1:00 pm Browse resource tables, book exchange, tour the camp, &
Bible study preview “Come to the Waters”
We are pleased to welcome Liz Walker, Exec. Director of
EcoVillage, a sustainable, ecology-friendly community she cofounded (1991) in Ithaca.
Please bring school kits, PW Thank Offering, & books to
share/exchange!

Luncheon and Program with Magdalene Lewis
Synod of the Northeast participant on the 2014 Global Exchange
to the Caribbean
Magdalene will offer a Power Point presentation and share her
personal reflections
with a focus on the country of Guyana, South America.
Tuesday, September 29, 2015, Noon – 2 pm at Park
Presbyterian Church, 110 Maple Court, Newark, NY
Cost: $5 Reservations: 315-331-2255 (church office)
Offered as a part of Park Presbyterian “Mission Of God” week of
mission-related speakers, activities, and programs.

Come to the Table
The Biennial Gathering of the Synod of the Northeast
October 30-31, 2015
Silver Bay YMCA, Lake George, NY
Seeking Christ together as we
walk alongside and
pave the future.
Join us as we
support each other,
swap stories, and
renew ourselves for the road ahead.
We welcome our preacher:
Larissa Kwong-Abazia
And our keynote speakers:
Derrick McQueen
Ruth Santana-Grace
Rick Ufford-Chase

All are Welcome!

#CometotheTable2015

FOR MORE INFO
Synod of the Northeast | Synod of the Northeast | 5811 Heritage
Landing Drive | East Syracuse | NY | 13057-9360

Adult Forum
Meets from 9:15-10:15 on Sunday morning
in the South Parlor
Adult Forum: Discovering more about our faith
Fellowship that is enhanced by learning
Exploring scripture

Come to the South Parlor on September 20 following the
Chapel Organ introduction and join us as we introduce the
Adult Forum program for this year. Our first program will
be a two-week study on the Holy Land and will be followed
by Eclipsing Empire: Paul, Rome and the Kingdom of God.
On September 27 and October 4 we will view and discuss
the Holy Land materials.
The Eclipsing Empire study will commence in October and
will provide an opportunity to enhance our understanding of
Paul’s mission in the early church.

Let’s Talk…About Issues
Join us on Sunday, September 27 at 3 pm
Discover Abu Dhabi. Don and Chris Wertman have
traveled to Abu Dhabi many times to visit with family.
They will be sharing their experiences of traveling in the
country and learning about the culture. The program is in
the Fellowship Hall.

CE Wing Renovations
Last Wednesday Session approved entering into an agreement with
Heather DeMoras of Heather DeMoras Design Consultants for the
purpose of creating a preliminary plan for the CE wing, downstairs
conference room, and South Parlor. We want to make it clear to
everyone that this is only the beginning of a design concept by
Heather. The results will be shared with Session, and displayed for
comment by members, with action based upon consensus, and
available funds. The ball is starting to roll.
http://www.hddcdesign.com/index.php
Please take a look at Heather’s website. Heather has asked that
questions about her work be directed to Pastor Deb or John Hovey.

Sanctuary Acoustics
On September 13, Rally Sunday, Mr. Dan Prusinowski of Aurora
Acoustical Consultants will be conducting tests during our Sunday
morning service to determine recommendations for solving our
acoustical problems.
http://www.auroraacoustical.com/
Please take a look at their website. We have had several referrals to
this firm with glowing reports of their knowledge.

September 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1
Adult Ed Com. 5:30
Property Com. 7:00
I and S Com. 7:30

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

Memorials Com. 5:30
Deacons 7:00

Parish Health
7:00
Choir 7:00

6

7

Worship Service 9:30

8

9

Women’s Circles 1:30

Worship Com. 7:00

10
Elections
Noon – 9:00

Bell Workshop 9:00

Choir 7:00
Office Closed
13 Rally Day
Communion
Worship 8:15 & 10:30
Sunday School 9:00
Adult Sunday School
9:15
SERRV Shop open
Blood Pressure check

14

20
Worship 8:15 & 10:30
Sunday School 9:00
Adult Sunday School
9:15
SERRV Shop open
Youth officers installed
Organ dedication

21

27
Worship 8:15 & 10:30
Sunday School 9:00
Adult Sunday School
9:15
SERRV shop open
Let’s Talk – Abu Dhabi

28

15

16
Sewing Starts 9:30

17

Communications
Committee 7:00

18
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE-NOON

19
SERRV open
10:00 – 12:30

Twilight Group 10:30

C. E. Com. 7:00

22

Session 7:00

Choir 7:00

23
Sewing 9:30

24

Choir 7:00
29
Red Cross Blood
Drive – 1:00 – 7:00

Mission Com. 7:30
SERRV Com. 7:00

30
Sewing 9:30

25

26
SERRV open
10:00 – 12:30

